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FEATURED PRESENTERS 
 
 

The Honourable Judge David A. St. Pierre, Provincial Court of BC 
Robert Horner, University of Oregon 

Linden MacIntyre, Canadian Journalist, Broadcaster, Novelist 
Kent McIntosh, University of Oregon 

Tom Schimmer, Education Consultant 
 
 
 

October 28, 29, 30, 2015 
 

Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel,  
7551 Westminster Highway, Richmond, B.C 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The conference is designed to foster best practices in academic 

and behavioural support in our schools. 
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Plenary Speakers and Featured Presenters 
 
Rob Horner is the Alumni-Knight endowed professor of special education at the 
University of Oregon where he directs the Educational and Community Supports 
Research Unit within the College of Education.  Dr. Horner’s research has focused on 
developing evidence-based interventions that result in socially significant changes for 
people with and without disabilities.  As co-director with Dr. George Sugai of the OSEP 
Technical Assistance Center on Positive Behavioural Interventions and Supports, Dr. 
Horner coordinates research and technical assistance activities with multiple partners.  
During the past 30 years he has worked directly with residential providers, schools and 
school administrators in the development of approaches for implementing systems of 
positive behavior support.  He has been the editor of Journal for the Association for 
Persons with Severe Handicaps, co-editor of the Journal of Positive Behaviour 
Interventions, and associate editor for the Journal of Applied Behavioural Analysis and 
the American Journal on Mental Retardation. In recognition of his achievements, Dr. 
Horner has received multiple awards, among them the AERA Distinguished researcher 
award in 2014, the American Academy of Pediatrics Research Award in 2013, the SABA 
Public Service Behaviour Analysis Award in 2006, the AAMR Education Award in 2002, 
the TASH Positive Approaches Award in 2000, and the APA Fred Keller Educational 
Research Award in 1996. 
 
Linden MacIntyre is a Canadian journalist, broadcaster and novelist.  He has won eight 
Gemini Awards, an International Emmy and numerous other awards for writing and 
journalistic excellence, including the 2009 Scotiabank Giller Prize for his 2009 novel, 
The Bishop's Man.   He is well known for many years for his stories on CBC's the Fifth 
Estate.   Linden joined the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation in Halifax in 1976 and for 
three years he hosted a regional public affairs show called The MacIntyre File It was with 
this program that he launched a successful legal challenge before the Supreme Court of 
Nova Scotia over access to affidavits and documents relating to search warrants. Later 
heard before the Supreme Court of Canada, the successful suit was a landmark case 
which set a precedent in support of public and media access to information in Canada.  In 
1980, MacIntyre moved to Toronto, where he still resides, to work as a producer and 
journalist on CBC’s new flagship news program, The Journal. This appointment took 
him around the world preparing documentary reports on international affairs, preparing 
such notable features as "Dirty Sky, Dying Water" (about acid rain).  From 1986 to 1988 
he was host and national editor of CBC Radio's flagship show, Sunday Morning. In 1990 
he was named co-host of the weekly investigative newsmagazine The Fifth Estate with 
which he remained until 2014. In addition, he has been a frequent guest host of The 
Current. 
 
Kent McIntosh is an associate professor at the University of Oregon, as well as a former 
teacher, social worker, and family and child interventionist (and proud Canadian citizen). 
He was a professor at UBC for six years. His areas of expertise include school-wide 
positive behaviour support, individual student positive behaviour support, and systems to 
monitor and support academic and behavioural success across the range of student needs. 
His current research focuses on systems change and sustainability of school-based 
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interventions.  He is the lead author of over 200 articles, book chapters, and 
presentations. 
 
The Honourable David A. St. Pierre 
After completing his undergraduate degree in Psychology at the University of Alberta the 
Honourable David St. Pierre was away from school for several years.  He worked in a 
music store and played in a band, and still does. He went back to Law School at the 
University of Calgary and gained a law degree in 1994.  From there he articled in 
Vancouver for a successful criminal defence lawyer. Eventually, he settled into a little 
niche as a partner at Cobb, St. Pierre, and Lewis, a small criminal defence firm 
specializing in drug defence work.  Accordingly, he has always had a great interest in the 
Charter of Rights and the not insignificant amounts of litigation that it inspires.  He was 
appointed to the B.C. Provincial Court Bench in March of 2009 and he currently sits in 
Vancouver at 222 Main Street.   He and his wife are blessed with three children, aged 22, 
18 and 14. 
 
Tom Schimmer, now an independent education consultant from Burnaby, BC Canada, 
has been an educator since 1991. He has been a classroom teacher, a school-based 
administrator and a district level administrator.  Tom is recognized as a leader and expert 
in the areas of positive behaviour support, assessment for learning, sound grading 
practices, and educational leadership. He is an experienced presenter who has delivered 
both keynote and workshop sessions at major conferences as well as for schools and/or 
school districts throughout North America. Tom’s messages are clear and simple; his 
practical and grounded approach to putting theory into practice has been widely received. 
From 2002-2005, Tom was the lead facilitator for the PBS Coaches Training in British 
Columbia and has been a regular presenter at the Making Connections Conference.  Tom 
was also the lead facilitator with the Departments of Education in both Nova Scotia and 
Newfoundland for their province-wide implementation of PBS systems.  Tom’s first 
book, Ten Things that Matter from Assessment to Grading was published in May 2011 by 
Pearson Canada. Tom holds a Teaching Degree from Boise State University (1990) and a 
Master’s Degree (Curriculum & Instruction) from the University of British Columbia 
(1999).  
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Making Connections Pre-Conference Session 
Wednesday, October 28, 2015 
8:45-3:00 
 
A Primer on Response to Intervention (RtI):  The Connection between RtI and 
PBIS 
Tom Schimmer, Education Consultant 
This pre-conference session will focus on how schools can establish a comprehensive 
RtI/PBIS system for supporting both the academic and behavioural needs of all students.  
Participants will explore the characteristics of a seamless, three-tiered system of support 
as well as how to develop a coherent relationship between academic and behavioural 
support outcomes.  From high quality instruction to high intensity supports, participants 
will come to know that schools have the capacity to support each and every learner. 
Minoru Ballroom A 
 
 
Making Connections Main Conference 
 
Thursday, October 29, 2015 
 
7:30   REGISTRATION AND COFFEE 
 
7:45  Coaches Breakfast Meeting 

Kent McIntosh, University of British Columbia  
This session is an open-agenda working meeting for district PBIS teams 
and coaches to discuss issues related to district-level PBIS 
implementation. All district PBIS teams and coaches are welcome to 
attend. 
Room: Westminster 1 

 
 8:45  WELCOME AND OVERVIEW 
  Performance by the Re: Sisters Choir 
  Minoru Ballrooms A, B, C 
 
9:00  PLENARY SESSION 

Reflections of an Investigative Journalist 
Linden Macintyre, Canadian Journalist, Broadcaster & Novelist  
Linden will reflect on the stories from his investigative journalism career 
and share insights and lessons learned from his contact with those were 
wrongfully convicted and serving lengthy prison sentences.  His 
observations on morality and ethics reveal powerful lessons for us all.  
Linden will also refer to his latest book, Punishment its genesis and how it 
relates to present world circumstances.  Save your questions for his 
breakout session in the afternoon! 
Minoru Ballrooms: A, B, C 
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10:00-10:30   REFRESHMENT BREAK  
 
10:30-12:00  BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
 
A-1 Bully Prevention within Positive Behaviour Interventions and Supports 

Rob Horner, University of Oregon 
Effectively addressing challenging behavior and improving academic attainment 
are two issues that continue to be of primary importance for schools.  School-wide 
Positive Interventions and Supports (SWPBIS) provides a framework for 
implementing multi-tiered, evidence-based behavior and academic interventions 
to achieve the best outcomes for students.  This workshop will review the core 
features of SWPBIS, the logic of multi-tiered support, and current research on the 
impact of SWPBIS.  Most importantly, it will provide tools that can be given to 
students to extinguish bullying through the blending of SWPBIS, explicit 
instruction and a redefinition of the bullying construct. (This extended session is 
continued from 1:00-3:00 in Session B-1) 
Room: Minoru Ballrrom A 
 

A-2 Using Data:  Effective Systems for Improving Student Learning 
Nathan Ngieng, Chilliwack School District 
How do you sustain PBIS practices in your school?  How can you be more 
efficient and effective in managing problem behaviour so that you can focus on 
instruction?  This session will focus on the use of data to sustain and enhance the 
practices and systems your school has in place.  Whether your school is just 
starting to implement PBIS, or whether it is an established PBIS school, you will 
learn how to improve the efficiency of your data collection system to enhance 
student learning and success. 
Room :Minoru Ballroom B 
 

A-3 An Introduction to Positive Behaviour Support and Intervention (PBIS) 
 Nicci Beninger and Don Chapman, Education Consultants 

Are you new to PBIS?  This session will provide an introduction and overview of 
the essential features and components PBIS.  Topics to be addressed include: 
strategies for implementation; the importance of the leadership team; 
administrative support; and examining the school culture to make PBIS 
implementation relevant and successful.  Examples of schools successfully 
implementing at both elementary and secondary levels will be shared. 
Room: Minoru Ballroom C  

 
A-4    Supporting Students with Serious Emotional and/or Behavioural Needs 

Ryan Kappemeier,“Take A Hike”, Vancouver School District and Jeremy Church, 
Mountainside Secondary School, North Vancouver School District  
Room: Westminster 2 
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A-5 Keeping It Fresh - PBIS Through The Years: A Team Approach to Keeping 

PBIS Fresh and Relevant.   
Kristine Chan, Sharon Cooley and Laurel Macpherson, Summit Elementary 
School, Kamloops 
Over the course of ten years the team has accomplished this in two completely 
different school settings.  This presentation provides ready-to-use ideas with the 
opportunity to collaborate and share. 
Room: Westminster 1 

 
 

12:15-1:00 LUNCH  (Provided on site) 
 
 
1:00-3:00   BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
 
B-1 Bully Prevention within Positive Behaviour Interventions and 

Supports, Continued 
Rob Horner, University of Oregon 
Room: Minoru Ballroom A 

 
B-2  An Opportunity to Interact with Linden McIntyre 

For those conference participants who want to explore insights on a deeper 
level, come to this small group Q and A session with Linden McIntyre.  
He will respond to comments and questions from the audience and share 
some of his experiences and wisdom.  
Room: Minoru Ballroom B 

  
B-3 Enhancing Learning for All Students:  The Connection between PBIS 

and the Ministry’s Education Plan 
Maureen Dockendorf, Superintendent of Literacy and Numeracy, B.C. 
Ministry of Education 

  Room: Minoru Ballroom C 
 

 
B-4  REAL 9 Program at Gulf Islands Secondary School (GISS)  

Dan Sparanese, Gulf Islands School District 
 REAL 9 is a new program at GISS that aims to assist the grade 9 students 
on their transition into high school.  The students are grouped into 5 
cohorts and an effort is made to keep each cohort fairly balanced in terms 
of needs, behaviour and skills.  A team of five teachers design and deliver 
a particular unit and each cohort rotates from teacher to teacher every 
three weeks during the first semester. Each REAL 9 teacher is assigned as 
the homeroom teacher for a cohort during the whole year, giving the 
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students an opportunity to connect with their peers and their homeroom 
teacher.  The behaviour rubric is explicitly taught to each cohort so 
students understand the expectations and benefits of developing such 
skills. This behaviour rubric evolved during the past school year and 
became the foundation of a school wide behaviour rubric.   
Room:  Westminster 2 and 3 

 

B-5 A Successful Tri-Board Partnership: Innovative SWPBIS Practices in 
Elementary Schools 

  Ann-Michelle McNulty, MSS, TSI 
This presentation will describe a few of the best practices that have 
emerged from a partnership between three Ontario school boards, 
including rethinking the active supervision model for lunch supervisors, 
dynamic and interactive strategies being used to teach behavioral 
expectations, and a creative way of acknowledging staff and students. 
Room:  Westminster 1 
 

3:15-4:00 PLENARY SESSION:  THE CULTURE OF PRIDE 
Student Panel from Palmer Secondary School, Richmond 
Palmer Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. is in its second year of PBIS 
implementation.  A group of Gr 8'and 9 students will discuss how Palmer 
PRIDE enhanced their transition to secondary school. 
Minoru A, B, C 

 
 

Friday, October 30, 2015 
 
 
7:30   REGISTRATION AND COFFEE 
 
7:45  Coaches Breakfast Meeting 

Kent McIntosh, University of British Columbia  
This session is an open-agenda working meeting for district PBIS teams 
and coaches to discuss issues related to district-level PBIS 
implementation. All district PBIS teams and coaches are welcome to 
attend. 
Room: Westminster 1 

 
8:45  WELCOME  
 
9:00  KEYNOTE PRESENTATION                                                                             

"Say Goodbye to the Man". 
 The Honourable David A. St. Pierre, Provincial Court of British Columbia 
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In my job as a Provincial Court Judge I am often called upon to impose a 
negative consequence (i.e. a sentence) on young men who feel in no way 
connected to the community that surrounds them.  If a young person was 
not connected to community before their involvement in the criminal 
justice system there is often little chance of that happening after their 
involvement. Over the years I have seen many accused persons hold 
honest beliefs that have been treated very poorly from their initial 
interaction with the police through to lawyers, judges and corrections 
services.  Most young accused who appear before me believe that there is 
a conflict between themselves and the "Man".  The vexing question is how 
is it possible to persuade a young accused person that they have a valued 
place in their community?  That as a valued member of a community they 
have a responsibility not to harm others in that community? Can a 
stranger, like myself, deliver penal consequences in a way that recognizes 
the communities right to engage in corrective responses while still 
fostering the young persons connection to the human family? I will 
explain how I try to do just that and how I hope that one day we can say 
goodbye to the "man". 
Minoru Ballrroms A,B,C 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 
  
10:00-10:30  BREAK 
 
10:30-12:15  FEATURED SESSIONS 
 
C-1 Check In-Check Out: An Efficient and Effective Intervention for Mentoring 

and Behaviour Support 
Kent McIntosh, University of Oregon 
Check-In/Check-Out is an evidence-based “yellow zone” program for students 
requiring additional behaviour support to be successful. The presentation will 
provide an overview of the critical features of the intervention and provide 
examples of how it can be implemented and adapted according to particular 
school needs and resources.  Participants will gain the information, basic skills, 
and tools needed to implement Check-In/Check-Out in their schools. This session 
will focus on implementation of Check-In/Check-Out from elementary to 
secondary school. (This extended session is continued from 1:00-3:00 in Session 
D-1) 
Room:  Minoru Ballroom A 

 
C-2 Why Do They Do That? : Functional Behavior Assessment to  

Understand Problem Behavior and Develop Effective Interventions 
Brenda Fossett, Capilano University 
“He behaves that way for no reason!” “She’s just doing that to get under my 
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skin!” While it may seem as though problem behavior occurs for ‘no good 
reason,’ in actuality all behavior serves a purpose. Functional Behavior 
Assessment (FBA) is a process that assists in determining the purpose, or 
function, a behavior serves for an individual in a given circumstance or situation. 
FBAs also provide critical information regarding environmental influences on 
behavior. Information from the FBA then guides the development of a Positive 
Behavior Support (PBS) plan. In this session, participants will be introduced to 
the FBA process, learn about the functions of behavior, and see how an FBA 
informs the development of a PBS plan. (This extended session is continued from 
1:00-3:00 in Session D-2) 
Room: Minoru Ballroom B 
 

C-3 Implementation of PBIS in New Brunswick 
Bruce Van Stone, Canadian Certified Counsellor, New Brunswick 
This session will focus on how PBIS has been implemented at a systems level in 
New Brunswick.  Materials provided to attendees will include parts of the PBIS 
module in which all educators in New Brunswick took part in April of 2014, as 
well as a teacher reflection checklist that offers “look fors” that educators can use 
within their schools when considering various contexts. The session will also 
demonstrate why PBIS strategies are particularly effective when compared to 
strategies that are more reactive and focused more on punitive aspects of 
behaviour. There will also be an opportunity for discussion and questions with the 
goal that participants can share some of their best practices as well.   
Room: Westminster 1 

  
C-4 Rocky's Rules: R2C2 Respect and Responsibility are the Legs We Stand On; 

Compassion and Community Are the Arms that Join Us. 
Courteney Lizotte, Josiane Asselin, and Jane Stard, Yellowknife, NWT 
Range Lake North School had carried the title of a PBIS School for many years 
but was missing many of the pieces to ensure the fidelity of the program was 
there. With new administration in place and many new staff members, a 
revitalization of PBIS was needed. Training was the first step and from there 
PBIS brought the RLN staff and student body together in a way no one imagined.  
Join us in a discussion of our journey and see how PBIS helped in creating a 
positive, safe and caring environment for staff and students.   
Room:  Westminster 2 and 3 
 

C-5 Social-Emotional Learning:  The Connection to PBIS 
Molly Lawlor, University of British Columbia 
Room:  Minoru Ballroom C 

 
 
 

12:15-1:00  LUNCH 
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1:00-3:00  BREAK OUT SESSIONS 
 
D-1  Check In Check Out, Continued  

Kent McIntosh, University of Oregon 
Room:  Minoru Ballroom A 

 
 

D-2 Why Do They Do That? : Functional Behavior Assessment to  
Understand Problem Behavior and Develop Effective Interventions, 
Continued 

 Brenda Fossett, Capilano University 
Room: Minoru Ballroom B 

 
  
D-3  “You’re the Boss of You”: Helping Students use Self-Talk to become More 

Responsible for their Own Behaviour 
Larry Antrim, Richmond School District 
“It’s not my fault, he made me mad!”  How many times have you heard this as an 
excuse for a student’s inappropriate reaction to another?  Students sometimes lack 
the ability to self regulate their behaviour once they become upset or angry.  As a 
Tier 1 intervention, this is an important skill for all students to develop.  For the 
more chronic offenders, it can be a Tier 2, targeted intervention. This session 
offers insight into why this dynamic occurs, suggestions on how to help students 
develop the self-awareness to recognize when they are about to make a bad choice 
and concrete ways to teach students aspects of executive control in order for them 
to feel more in control of themselves during these times. 
Room: Minoru Ballroom C 
 

D-4  A Tiered Approach at Central Elementary Community School 
Leslie Waddington, Chilliwack School District 
Central Elementary Community School is an inner city school in Chilliwack with 
almost half its population being of aboriginal descent.  Over the past several years 
the school focus has moved away from traditional discipline practices to more of 
a restorative practice model in combination with PBIS.  We will share our 
learning as we have tried to target our intervention for students with at risk 
behaviours by using a tiered approach.   A strong belief that learning from making 
mistakes, repairing relationships by resolving conflict, and having a strong 
connection to the school is foundational to the building of our school culture of 
student engagement and success. We will share our learning as we have tried to 
tier and target our intervention for students with at risk behaviours in order to 
build confidence in our students’ ability to make positive and healthy choices in 
order for them to achieve both academic and behavioural success. 
Room: Westminster 1 
 

D-5 Bullying Dynamic in High Schools:  Adjusting Levels of Support in SWPBIS 
 Carl Bouchard, University of Quebec 
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 Room:  Westminster 2 and 3 
 
 
Further Professional Development 
Visit our website for information about further training opportunities and 
workshops: 
http://bcpbs.wordpress.com 
 
 
Making Connections Committee Members 
Nicci Beninger 
Kathleen Champion 
Don Chapman 
Janice Coomer 
Eleanor Cramb 
Brenda Fossett 
Joe Lucyshyn 
Jean Moore 
Nathan Ngieng 
Nell Ross 
Deborah Simak 
 
 
 


